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sense, however valuable might be certain of their
local gains. If, however, Nivelle succeeded, the
pressure from Arras in the north would beyond
doubt greatly contribute to the enemy's discomfiture.
The danger of the whole plan was that the issue might
be indeterminate, and the fighting at Arras so long
protracted, without any decisive success, that the
chances of the more vital Flanders offensive later
in the summer might be imperilled. This, as we
shall see, was precisely what happened.

Haig had a formidable problem before him. The
immediate key of the area was Vimy ridge, the
capture of which was necessary to protect the flank
of any advance farther south. It was clear that no
strategic result could be obtained unless the Dro-
court-Queant switch was breached, and that meant
an advance of well over sis miles. But this position
was still in the making ; and, if the fates were kind,
and the first three German systems could be carried
at a rush, there was good hope that the Drocourt-
Queant line would never be manned, and that the
drive of the British, assisted by the great French
attack on the Aisne, might bring them to Douai
and Cambrai. It was a hope, but no more. A result
so far-reaching demanded a combination of fortunate
chances, which as yet had not been vouchsafed to us
in any battle of the campaign.

The British front of attack was slightly over twelve
miles long, from Givenchy-en-Gohelle in the north
to a point just short of Croisilles in the south. In
the third week of March a systematic cutting of the
enemy's wire began, and our heavy artillery shelled

278